I would love to have the honor of meeting Ronald Knapp. He is fluent in Mandarin and in Chinese written language. He is also a superb scholar who explains things in simple, easily understood terms. To the best of my knowledge, I own all his books, and each is a treasure. In "China's Living Houses," there are two parts: The first has to do with house construction and its rituals, social implications of the buildings themselves, the land and building sites commonly known as Fengshui, and the sorcery required to ward off evil spirits. This part is an interesting read, but the second part is more relevant to the symbols built into the house and its furniture.
Part II is entitled "In Pursuit of Good Fortune." This section is very helpful for identifying the symbols frequently found in furniture, and in ceiling and/or wall carvings. It describes the concept of "Good Fortune" and its five aspects, identifies narrative tales and discusses the nonsectarian status of three portentous personages who abide outside the Chinese religious traditions. The chapter on "Narrative Tales" explains and illustrates so much that it alone is worth the price of the book. This book is not just text; it is filled with illustrations which provide representational examples of that which Mr. Knapp explains in his text. The text and accompanying illustrations dovetail beautifully.
I hope you find this book as invaluable a resource as I have. My many thanks go to Mr. Knapp.
